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Dia Daoibh  

Welcome to first newsletter for 2013! May you have a happy and healthy Year. 

At our last committee meeting we decided to plan our events well in advance 
for the year, and as you can see we have a few events in the pipeline. 

Our GAA teams will be busy over the next couple of weeks with the Final 
Round of the New Zealand Gaelic Football League being played at Warren Park 
on the 2nd March from 10.30 to 4.15pm. They have organised a film crew from 
Ireland to be there. Please get out and support the girls and boys. Tir Na Nog 
will also be doing a fundraiser on the day selling food and drinks, so please 
bring some cash. 

We have set up a calendar via the website www.christchurchirishsociety.co.nz 
this will keep you informed what is happening throughout the year. 

We are planning to renovate the hall this year as this is our biggest and most 
used asset. The hall is hired out weekly by a Church group and regularly for 
other events. We do and some plans and ideas and will keep you touch on any 
developments before going ahead. 

The flow of Irish arriving into Christchurch has remained constant. I am always 
meeting new emigrants out and about. Our aim is to start holding more regular 
socials in the hall which we would invite you to bring a plate to share and come 
and welcome our new arrivals into our community. We feel as a community so 
far from home we need to be able to offer support to those who need it. From 
experience you as an Irish community are fantastic at doing that and are 
constantly offer advice and feedback. Thank you and keep it up and let's 
welcome our newbies with open arms!  

Slan go Foill 

Natasha�
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The New Zealand League Final Round�

The Inaugural New Zealand League is made up of six teams, namely a men’s 
team and a ladies team representing Auckland, Wellington GAA and 
Christchurch. The League, which had been divided into three rounds, has 
reached its concluding stages, with The Christchurch McKenna’s GAA Club to 
host the Final Round.  The League opened in Auckland on the 21st of October in 
conjunction with the New Zealand Feis Weekend, also hosted in Auckland by 
the Irish Society. Christchurch Men recorded their first win of the tournament 
when the narrowly defeated Auckland 2-09 to 2-06. Auckland Men also took 
home two points having defeated Wellington. The Auckland Ladies came away 
with 4 points, winning both their fixtures when unfortunately thunder and 
lightning put an early end to the day. This left the Christchurch Men versus 
Wellington fixture unfulfilled, along with half of the Christchurch versus 
Wellington in the Ladies, which was called off at half time. 
The second round was held by Wellington/Mt Hutt GAA on the 19th of January. 
Thankfully the rain did not feature this time, but there was a ‘Windy Welly’ 
strong wind blowing most of the day. The Christchurch Ladies team happily 
took their first points of the league, when they defeated Wellington in both the 
2nd round fixture and the rescheduled Half, from the previous round. The 
Christchurch Men had a clean sweep, winning both their games. The Auckland 
Ladies doing the same. Auckland Men didn’t go home empty handed either, 
taking two points from Wellington.   
This leads us the Final Round, which will be hosted by The Christchurch 
McKenna’s GAA Club on the 2nd of March.  
The club has been eagerly waiting it turn to host the games and have been 
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busily preparing for the occasion. Teams will be competing for the title of the 
‘New Zealand League Winners’ along with winners of the 3rd Round. The 
winners of the 3rd Round will be awarded with the Owen McKenna Cup. Both 
the Men’s and Ladies cups have been named after Owen, however the Ladies 
has been kindly donated by Wellington GAA.  It is a great opportunity for 
Cantabrians to come and watch Live Gaelic Games in Christchurch. 
 
The Games will be hosted in Warren Park in Hornby and the day’s fixtures are 
as follows: 
10:30 Ladies Christchurch McKennas V Auckland 
11:35 Men Christchurch McKennas V Auckland 
12:50 Ladies Christchurch McKennas V Wellington 
13:55 Men Christchurch McKennas V Wellington **  
15:10 Ladies Wellington v Auckland 
16:15 Men Wellington v Auckland 
17:30 Presentation of Ladies Trophies 
17:45 Presentation of Mens Trophies 
** Men Christchurch McKennas V Wellington – Double points following the cancellation of 
the first round fixture. 
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Christchurch McKennas GAA take part in  
Irish documentary for Setanta Sports 

 
Approximately 15 months ago, the Club was contacted about the possibility of 
taking part in a documentary being made about GAA through the eyes of 
immigrants.  We are one of only 3 clubs worldwide selected to participate in 
this.  Fiona Walsh, the Chairperson of the Club, has spoken at length with 
researchers for the project over the phone and has referred them on to other 
members of the Club and Irish Society from different generations to contribute 
to the programme.  Those include Fiona herself, Liam Kelly, Rory Crosbie, 
Alison Farrell, Sheelagh Hallissey and Paul McErlain.  The documentary was 
given the go ahead the production team arrive in Christchurch just in time to 
film the events over the weekend of the final leg of the inaugural NZ League 
being hosted by Christchurch McKennas on 2nd March at Warren Park, Hornby 
from 10:30am. 
This is a huge opportunity for the GAA Club and the Irish Society to tell the 
story of what has happened here over the last 2 years, how the Club has come 
into existence and how the Irish community has grown as people arrive 
everyday to play their part in the rebuild of the city. 
While the history of Christchurch McKennas is not a long story, it is a special 
one and the naming of the club after Owen McKenna, a person who had been 
trying to push the club forward in previous years and tragically died in the 
February 22nd earthquake, gives the club even more meaning and purpose. 
When the production team arrive, they will interview those mentioned above 
about their lives in New Zealand and their experiences with GAA here in New 
Zealand.  They will also film the games being played on 2nd March at Warren 
Park.  For the occasion, we are also organising a tea time event on Friday, 1st 
March from 5:30pm - 8pm at the Irish Society hall so that some footage can be 
taken in the hall and so that the members of the Irish Society and community 
can show their support for the GAA club.  We would love to see as many 
people there as possible to mingle, chat, meet and greet. 
In true Kiwi fashion, just bring a plate to share! 
The bar will be open - cash only, no eftpos - and tea and coffee will be 
available. 
Please support these events within the Irish community and bring your friends - 
all are welcome! 
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Hi All 
 

Well the time has flown and now we are only a week away from starting Bowls 
for the 2013 season. 
 
To kick off we have had a lovely meal at Hoofbeats, catching up with 
everyone’s news and what sort of Christmas and New Year we all had.   It 
seems everyone is keen to start and we should have a good season.  It was good 
to see everyone coming along.  I have some photos of our outing but 
unfortunately batteries are low on the camera so cannot print.   Will do so next 
newsletter. 
 
To all those who have had a birthday while we were out of season, Happy 
birthday, especially Kay and Bevan whose birthdays were last week. 
 
This year our Tournament is again the first and is being held on Sunday 28th 
April at Spencer Street Hall.   Our programme is filling up, and it should be a 
busy year.    
 
We look forward to seeing everyone on the mat and please contact me if you are 
wanting to join.   Remember everyone starts somewhere and new members are 
made most welcome. 
 

Christine O’Brien 
Secretary,  
Phone 331-7011         

�
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Our Christmas Celebration dinner and dance on the 24th of November last was 
the perfect event to kick-start what has been a wonderful holiday season.   We 
hope that you have enjoyed the fabulous Summer weather and catching up with 
friends and family.   

Being in the company of good friends made our evening special first and 
foremost and we were all spoilt by the culinary delights of Nelson and his staff 
from Who’s the Caterer.   So impressed with the whole set up, we asked Nelson 
to provide his information to share with you.  Please see his promotional letter 
attached.   
 
Also, the combined talents of our own Irish Group Singers - Coeleen were 
amazing, we were truly entertained.   Their rendition in Irish of Silent Night 
bought tears to my eyes it was so beautiful and heart warming.  Finally we have 
to mention  Bill the Barn dancer  who definitely knows how to work a crowd!!   
 
All in all, it was a night to remember fondly, (apart from the collapsing 
Christmas Tree) and we look forward to a healthy, happy and prosperous 2013. 
 
Regards, 

Maureen�

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS PARTY CATERING PROVIDED BY WHO’S THE CATERER 
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YOUTH GROUP - FRIDAY 22ND FEBRUARY, IRISH SOCIETY HALL 
DOMAIN TERRACE from 5.30PM - 7.30PM. 

This will be our planning meeting so get your thinking hats on and let us know 
how we can make the youth group fun for you!!! See you all there - remember 
bring a friend! 

�

Friday March 1st 

Shared tea the Irish Society Hall 5-8pm.  Come and Welcome the GAA teams 
from around New Zealand. Bring a plate to share. A film crew will be there 
from Ireland to film. Look forward to seeing you all there.� �
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The year ahead…. 
FEBRUARY 
22nd  Youth Group 
27th  Young Mothers Group 
 
 

MARCH 
2nd   GAA tournament - Warren Park 
4th   Indoor Bowls (and every Monday through 

to the end of September) 
8th  Youth Group 
16-17th  St Patrick's Day 
22th Youth Group 
27th  Young Mothers Group 
 

APRIL 
5th  Youth Group 
6th  Rose of Tralee 
19th  Youth Group 
20th  Tir na Nog 
27th  Seniors Afternoon Tea 
 

MAY 
10th   Youth Group 
18th   Tir na Nog 
22th   Young Mothers Group 
24th   Youth Group 
26th   AGM 
 

JUNE 
7th   Tir na Nog 
8th   Seniors Afternoon Tea 
21th   Youth Group 
26th   Young Mothers group 
 

JULY 
5th   Youth Group 
6th   Mid-Winter Christmas 
27th   Seniors Afternoon Tea 
31th   Young Mothers Group 
 

AUGUST 
2nd   Youth Group 
16th   Youth Group 
28th   Young Mothers Group 
30th   Youth Group 
31st  Seniors Afternoon Tea 
 

SEPTEMBER 
13th   Youth Group 
25th   Young Mothers Group 
27th   Youth Group 
 

OCTOBER 
18th   Youth Group 
19th   Seniors Afternoon Tea 
23th   Young Mothers Group 
 

NOVEMBER 
1st   Youth Group 
23rd   Christmas 
27th   Young Mothers Group 
 

DECEMBER 
1st   Tir na Nog Christmas 
7th   Seniors Christmas 
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Thanks to those to you who said you would like to help with organising events 
for THE GATHERING 2013. Our first event will be held over St Patrick's 
weekend. We had our first social committee meeting on Monday. Unfortunately 
myself and Mary Dunne were the only ones who could make it - which means 
we will need to do lots of delegating! Our ideas for the weekend were as 
follows.... 

  

SATURDAY 16TH 

 A Ceili in the hall 

- entertainment by Coeleen 

- Drinks and finger foods (Finger foods complimentary) 

-Music to dance the night away 

HELP NEEDED - Organising and purchasing finger food, setting up and 
decorating the hall (for the weekend), Cleaning up afterwards, Running the Bar 

  

SUNDAY 17TH - ST PATRICKS/GREEN DAY 

Breakfast in the hall from approx 8am till 10.30 am 

HELP NEEDED - Setting up the hall, cooking breakfast, cleaning up afterwards 

From 11am - approximate timetable: 

11am- Introduction to ST Patricks and The meaning of the Gathering 

11.30 - The Story of ST Patrick - Retold by Mary Dunne and Volunteers 

12.00 - Irish Dancers 

12.15 - A St Patricks Day Parade around the Domain (Prizegiving to follow - ie 
best costume etc) 
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1pm- Coel agus Crack - Singing ( lyrics and music provided) Story 
Telling,  Dancing. Poetry 

HELP NEEDED - Printing out of timetable leaflet to include song lyrics, a 
couple of recipes, help to organise parade, dancers etc. A Seanachi (storyteller) , 
St Patrick, Poetry readers,  

Lots of participants for the parade singing etc.. Help to clean up afterwards. 

While all of this is going on in the hall outside we could have activities such 
as... 

Bouncy Castle 

Face painting 

Green candy floss, lollies, popcorn stall etc 

GAA events ie showing kids some ball games etc 

Magican/puppeteers 

(TEA AND CAKE STALL to be held in Kitchen) 

HELP NEEDED - helping to run stalls, supervise bouncing castle, show kids 
GAA Games, Face Painters. 

ANY OTHER IDEAS?? Please let me know and if you can help - that would be 
fantastic. RSVP as soon as possible.    

I will be updating the calendar on the Website so please keep your eye on 
upcoming events.  

Natasha  ( info@christchurchirishsociety.co.nz  ) 

 


